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Mississippi River Delta Restoration Campaign 
 

National 
 Environmental Defense Fund 

 National Audubon Society 

 National Wildlife Federation 

 

Louisiana 
 Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana 

 Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation 

 

 

Partners:  
 The Nature Conservancy 

 The Ocean Conservancy 

 Oxfam America 

 Louisiana Wildlife Federation 



Restore the Mississippi River Delta 

 Reconnecting the River to its Delta to 

protect people wildlife and jobs 
 



Goals: 

 Ensure the creation and implementation of a Mississippi 

River Delta restoration plan which will incorporate a 

multi-disciplinary, science-based, comprehensive 

approach with both federal and state buy-in. 

 Enhance the effectiveness of governance over 

restoration of the Mississippi River Delta to ensure 

implementation of coastal restoration and risk reduction. 

 By 2017, $5 billion will be identified and committed to 

restoration of coastal Louisiana and non-structural 

solutions as outlined in the State Coastal Master Plan. 

 Expand the understanding of what is scientifically 

possible and expand what is politically possible for the 

Mississippi River Delta. 

 Implement Restoration Plan 

 

 

 Governance 

 

 

 Funding 

 

 

 Expand what is possible 



State Policy 
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Where we work, what we do 



2012 Coastal Master Plan               



Keystone of the 2012 Master Plan: 

Reconnecting the River to its Dying Delta 

UPDATE 
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Grounded in Science… 



Using New Tools, Breaking New Ground 



What was the role RESTORE the 

Mississippi River Delta? 

 Informing process 

Technical/Scientific input on projects 

Providing stakeholder input 

Advocacy for getting it passed 

Advocacy for funding 

Public awareness and support 



Informing process 

 Framework Development Team 

 



Technical/Scientific input on projects 

 Bathymetry and River Modeling 



Providing stakeholder input 

 Turn-out at Public Meetings. 



Advocacy for getting it passed 

 Polling 

 



Advocacy for funding 

 

National campaign to 

secure money (fines) 

from BP oil spill: 

• RESTORE Act 

• Criminal penalties 

(National Fish & Wildlife Foundation) 

• Natural Resource Damage Assessment 

(NRDA) 
 

 



Public awareness and support 

 Online, social media, traditional media 



Recap: 

 NGO Collaborative 

 Working in Louisiana and across the Country 

 Focus was on crafting & passing Coastal Master Plan 

 Focus is now on implementing Plan  

 Campaign implements plan through: 

• Science 

• Policy input at state and federal level 

• Outreach and communications 

 




